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STATEWIDE HELPLINES

February 20, 2015

Tammy Taylor
Prevention Supervisor
Washington Drug & Alcohol Commission, Inc.
90 W. Chestnut St., Ste 310T
Washington, PA 15301

Dear Tammy,
 
On March 6, 2015, the CCGPA will be holding its annual Statewide West Conference in Pittsburgh, PA. At this 
event, which also falls during National Problem Gambling Awareness Month, we feel it is an important and 
excellent opportunity to recognize groups who are doing important work in the area of Problem Gambling 
research, treatment, awareness, education and/or prevention. 

Over the past couple of years, we have been increasingly impressed with the work that Washington Drug & 
Alcohol Commission, Inc. has done to help those in Washington County who are suffering from this disorder. 
We would be honored if you would be able to attend this conference to receive the CCGPA 2015 Statewide 
West Award for continued excellence in the field of problem gambling.

In addition, we would like to extend unlimited registrations to any team member of WDAC who would be
interested in attending. Please simply send me their names and I will be sure to register them.

Again, we would like to sincerely thank you and WDAC for everything that you have already done to help
Pennsylvanians who are suffering from problem gambling related issues.  We look forward to working together 
in the future.

Sincerely,

Josh Ercole
Chief Operating Officer
Council on Compulsive Gambling of Pennsylvania, Inc.
1233B Wharton Street
Philadelphia, PA 19147

	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

October	31,	2017	-	For	Immediate	Release	
	
Pennsylvania	Gambling	Expansion	Warrants	an	Increase	in	Awareness	of	Resources	
	
Pennsylvania	 Governor	 Tom	Wolf	 signed	 legislation	 on	Monday,	 October	 30th	 authorizing	 a	 major	
expansion	of	gambling	throughout	the	state.		Under	this	legislation,	Pennsylvania	becomes	the	fourth	
state	 to	 offer	 online	 gambling,	 and	 the	 first	 state	 to	 offer	 online	 play	 via	 the	 state	 lottery	 and	
commercial	casinos.	
	
The	 Council	 on	 Compulsive	 Gambling	 of	 Pennsylvania,	 Inc.	 (CCGP)	 warns	 that	 with	 increased	
gambling	 availability	 and	 participation,	 there	 comes	 the	 potential	 for	 an	 increase	 in	 the	 risk	 of	
problems	 for	 some.	 	 “Legalized	 online	 gambling	 in	 Pennsylvania	 brings	 games	 of	 chance	 from	 the	
casino	floor	right	into	to	your	living	room.	 	This	will	be	a	source	of	entertainment	for	most,	but	our	
focus	 is	 on	 the	 small	 percentage	 of	 the	population	who	will	 not	 be	 able	 to	maintain	 a	 safe	 level	 of	
play,”	states	Josh	Ercole,	Chief	Operating	Officer.		“We	are	neither	for,	nor	against,	gambling,	but	want	
to	make	sure	 that	as	 this	 legislation	rolls	out,	 the	resources	 for	PA	residents	with	gambling	related	
issues	are	widely	accessible	and	at	the	ready.”	
	
In	 2015,	 CCGP	 implemented	 a	 text	 and	 chat	 line	 option	 via	 their	website,	 www.pacouncil.com,	 for	
those	 seeking	 help	 with	 a	 gambling	 problem,	 which	 will	 prove	 to	 be	 a	 vital	 resource	 for	 those	
choosing	to	gamble	online.		The	CCGP	also	manages	the	24/7,	free	and	confidential	problem	gambling	
helpline	in	Pennsylvania.	Callers	seeking	help	are	referred	to	the	closest	resources	which	may	include	
trained	clinicians,	Gamblers	Anonymous	or	Gam-Anon	meetings,	or	Self-Exclusion.	The	Helpline	uses	
the	ATT-language	 line	 to	assist	callers	who	may	speak	any	of	over	120	 languages,	and	TTY	 to	offer	
referral	information	and	assistance	to	the	hard	of	hearing	and	deaf	community.			
	
If	you	or	someone	in	you	know	in	Pennsylvania	has	a	gambling	problem,	please	call	1-800-848-1880	
or	1-800-GAMBLER.		To	learn	more	about	the	Council	on	Compulsive	Gambling	of	Pennsylvania,	Inc.	
and	find	additional	resources,	visit	www.pacouncil.com.			
	
	
The	Council	on	Compulsive	Gambling	of	Pennsylvania	is	a	501(c)3	nonprofit	organization	affiliated	with	
the	National	 Council	 on	Problem	Gambling.	 Its	 purpose	 is	 to	 educate	 and	disseminate	 information	 on	
compulsive	 gambling,	 facilitate	 referrals,	 and	 assist	 those	 seeking	help	 for	 a	 gambling	 problem	 in	 the	
state	of	Pennsylvania.	


