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PA Problem Gambling Prevention Workgroup 
Meeting Notes
12/7/23 Meeting – 10am – 11am

Attendees (virtual)
Amy Hubbard, Bethany Pocceschi, Diane Weed, Dr. Stephanie Diez-Morel, Erica Usher, Erik Gudzinas, Gretchen Hill, Haley Rhone, Ian Kaiper-Marquez, Jennifer Brown, Jill Northey, Jillian Cabrera, Josh Ercole, Karen Laboranti, Laura Wiechecki, Lauren Burgess, Lauren Foisy, Liz Lanza, Mallory Perrotti, Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, Maria Townsend, Michael Gagliardi, Rob Mikulski, Sarah Lehman, Sarah Suhan, Sarah Wood, Susan Huffman, Tammy Taylor, Tien Duong, Tracey Smith, Wendy Miller

Chairperson: Josh Ercole

Co-Chair: Ian Kaiper-Marquez

Welcome & Introduction 
· Josh Ercole - represents the Council on Compulsive Gambling of PA (CCGP). CCGP is a statewide non-profit 501(c)(3) advocacy group whose mission is to address problem gambling in Pennsylvania – you can learn more about CCGP at www.pacouncil.com

· CCGP oversees the PA Problem Gambling Helpline – 1-800-GAMBLER and chat/text options available at www.pacouncil.com. Helpline calls, chats & texts for help remain high – will exceed 2022 numbers in 2023

CCGP Updates
· Trainings around state continue – in person & virtual
· County programs – variety of topics ranging from awareness to prevention to clinical treatment – info at pacouncil.com/events
· Presentations submitted for several conferences in 2024, including:
· CPA (Gambling/Gaming)
· PA Cert Board (gambling & Suicide Px)
· Children's Interagency Conference (hosted by the PA Dept. of Human Services, OMHSAS, the Bureau of Children’s Behavioral Health Services and PA Care Partnership



· CCGP 2024 Conference
· March 14, 2024 – East (Philly area)
· March 21, 2024 – West (Pitt area)
· Registration opening in January 2024

· CCGP – once again participating in the NCPG Gift Responsibly Campaign 
· This campaign helps raise awareness about the risks of underage lottery use & that no matter what time of year it is, a responsible gambling message is always appropriate. Along with CCGP, the PA Lottery is stressing the message that lottery products are never appropriate gifts for children, and in PA, the age to purchase and play lottery games is 18.

· For info, toolkits or to sign up to participate, visit: 
· www.ncpgambling.org/programs-resources/gift-responsibly-campaign

DDAP Updates 
· Ian Kaiper-Marquez introduction - ikaipermar@pa.gov
· The CPGT funding proposals for SFY 24/25 went out to all of the SCA’s in November. The proposals are due back January 29, 2024. If anyone needs assistance with their prevention planning for next SFY please reach out to Ian. 
· Media Toolkit coming very soon! SCAs will have access to a toolkit that includes templates for billboards and other items. 
· SCAs would like the materials in additional languages

Subcommittee Updates

At Risk Populations Subcommittee - Tien Duong provided update

· 11/8/23 At Risk Population Subcommittee meeting
· New members at meeting
· Review of Objectives and Deliverables 

Objectives: 
1. To research who are the priority at-risk population for gambling disorder 
2. Produce deliverables for PA Prevention Practitioners on the makeup and needs of these populations along with information about programs being implemented. 

Deliverables: 
1. A matrix where group members assigned a specific at-risk population enters research information.
2. Infographics of the research to make it more digestible for readers. One for each quarter. Populations for this first round: Asian Americans, Veterans, Older Adults and Adolescence.
3. Intended to inform prevention practitioners, social media committee for consideration of target media, and suggested Program Subcommittee to look at what Prevention programs are available. 

Updates on Infographics

Infographics completed
	-Asian American
	-Veterans/Active Military 

Infographics currently being drafted or assigned
	-Latino/Hispanic
	-Adolescents
	-Older Adults

New Infographics will be shared with group for feedback in near future

Co-Chairs for Subcommittee named
· Kyle Kolbe - JFCS
· Haley Rhone - Centre County Youth Service Bureau

Social Media Subcommittee - Mallory Perrotti provided update

· 10/18/23 Social Media Subcommittee meeting
· Lauren Foisy facilitated meeting in Mallory’s absence
· Met mainly to regroup
· Review of areas of focus
· SM campaigns/ready-made posts and other materials to use.
· SM toolkit. 
· Build a SM Toolkit that meets the following requirements:
· It will be used (built based on input from prevention professionals on what they need)
· It will be usable long-term (throughout a year) yet be fluid (can be updated)
· It will be housed on the CCGP website
· Training and learning opportunities. 
· Brandon, Tien, and Bethany created social media posts for a Responsible Gift Card Giving campaign that will be targeted to parents/adults who give Gaming gift cards.  

· 11/9/23 Social Media Huddle – Tien provided update and shared videos
· Tien, Brandon and Bethany met met to revisit postings they developed last year for the committee. 
· During past meetings the subcommittee agreed to develop social media posts targeting youth populations
· They were intended to be distributed & used as a supplement to the Gift Responsibility campaign 
· Subcommittee received feedback from the committee that videos were too long
· In this subcommittee meeting, members shared the final videos according to the feedback given 
· Brandon actually took the videos and developed something for his county and had it approved through DDAP
· Bethany & Tien also shared videos

During 12/7 Workgroup meeting, videos were shared - if need be they can be worked on further and distributed during March Gambling Awareness month.

Next steps & future meeting(s)

Proposed next meeting – Thursday, February 29th @ 10am 

· Anyone interested in presenting at a future meeting, contact Josh – josh@pacouncil.com

· Interested in joining a subcommittee? Contact Josh/Amy/Tien/Mallory/Ian

Next Subcommittee Meetings
	At Risk - TBD
	Social Media – TBD

Closing words & Adjourn
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