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PA Problem Gambling Prevention Workgroup 
Meeting Notes
2/29/24 Meeting – 10am – 11am

Attendees
Amy R. Hubbard, Erik Gudzinas, Gillian Russell, Gretchen Hill, Haley Rhone, Ian Kaiper-Marquez, Jack Gallick, Javerta Sims, Jennifer Brown, Jill Northey, Josh Ercole, Kyle Kolbe, Laura Wiechecki, Lauren Burgess, Lauren Foisy, Liz Lanza, Mallory Perrotti, Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, Melissa Baxter, Rob Mikulski, Sarah Lehman, Sarah Opalinski, Susan Huffman, Tammy Taylor, Tien Duong, Wendy Miller

Chairperson: Josh Ercole

Co-Chair: Ian Kaiper-Marquez

Welcome & Introduction 
· Josh Ercole - represents the Council on Compulsive Gambling of PA (CCGP). CCGP is a statewide non-profit 501(c)(3) advocacy group whose mission is to address problem gambling in Pennsylvania – you can learn more about CCGP at www.pacouncil.com

· CCGP oversees the PA Problem Gambling Helpline – 1-800-GAMBLER and chat/text options available at www.pacouncil.com. 

· 2023 Helpline calls, chats & texts for help exceeded 3000 for the year

CCGP Updates
· Trainings around state continue – in person & virtual
· County programs – variety of topics ranging from awareness to prevention to clinical treatment – info at pacouncil.com/events
· Upcoming presentations of note:
· 2024 CPA Conference (Gambling/Gaming)
· 2024 PA Cert Board Conference (Gambling & Suicide Px)
· 2024 Children's Interagency Conference

· CCGP 2024 Conference
· March 14, 2024 – East (Philly area)
· March 21, 2024 – West (Pitt area)
· Registration still open – scholarships still available

· CCGP – will be very active throughout March (PGAM) participating in events around the state (virtual & in-person)

· For info, toolkits or to sign up to participate, visit: 
https://www.ncpgambling.org/pa-resources/access-the-pgam-toolkit/

· March 12th is Gambling Disorder Screening Day – a great opportunity to raise awareness by having a discussion and asking a few simple questions.


DDAP Updates 
· Media Campaign DDAP has teamed up with the Pennsylvania Lottery and 9Rooftops to create a problem gambling awareness campaign for 1 800 GAMBLER. This campaign has been active since 2019 and is shown throughout the state. DDAP is now offering the SCA’s and prevention providers a media campaign toolkit for the problem gambling prevention staff to use. 

· SCA 2024 PG Media Toolkit - “SCA PG Media Toolkit_2024” for instructions on how to use all of the assets. When you want to request an asset from us, please refer to the attachment “DDAP_Media Campaign_items available” and let us know which items (on which page) you would like to request, and they will be emailed to you. 

· 42 Counties requested funding for CPGT fund in SFY 24/25

· New for SFY 25/26 all SCA’s will be required to do CPGT 



Subcommittee Updates

At Risk Populations Subcommittee Chairs - Tien Duong, Kyle Kolbe, Haley Rhone 

· At Risk Population Subcommittee update – Tien Duong
· Review of Objectives and Deliverables 
· Not much update, restructuring and 
· Sub subgroup for adolescents 
· Creating materials for prevention professionals to use. April target date for info graphic. 

Objectives: 
1. To research who are the priority at-risk population for gambling disorder 
2. Produce deliverables for PA Prevention Practitioners on the makeup and needs of these populations along with information about programs being implemented. 

Deliverables: 
1. A matrix where group members assigned a specific at-risk population enters research information.
2. Infographics of the research to make it more digestible for readers. One for each quarter. Populations for this first round: Asian Americans, Veterans, Older Adults and Adolescence.
3. Intended to inform prevention practitioners, social media committee for consideration of target media, and suggested Program Subcommittee to look at what Prevention programs are available. 

Updates on Infographics

Infographics completed – posted on CCGP website
	-Asian American
	-Veterans/Active Military 

Infographics currently being drafted or assigned.
	- Adolescents (April 1st – rough draft expected)
- Latino/Hispanic
	- Older Adults

New Infographics will be shared with group for feedback in near future
Social Media Subcommittee - Mallory Perrotti 

· Review of Objectives and Deliverables 

· SM campaigns/ready-made posts and other materials to use.
· Build a SM Toolkit that meets the following requirements:
· It will be used (built based on input from prevention professionals on what they need)
· It will be usable long-term (throughout a year) yet be fluid (can be updated)
· It will be housed on the CCGP website as completed
· www.pacouncil.com/ppgpw
· Training and learning opportunities. 
· Subcommittee met on 1/4/24 & 2/7/24
· CCGP has built a page – will update/change as needed
· Workgroup review period ended on January 17, 2024
· Social Media Shared Folder created for review by subcommittee
· 2/2/24 - SM Posts sent to DDAP for review
· Upon approval from DDAP, additional Social Media content (videos/ads) will be added to page for use by Workgroup
· 2/12/24 – SM Post word doc created
· 2/16/24 – 3 videos and SM Post doc submitted to DDAP for approval

Other Items:
May 23 – PG symposium in Philadelphia
Tien will share info as program is planned

March 19 - Dan Trolaro at SRU
Tammy – western region SCA - each SCA partnering with a different university

Philadelphia is working on a needs assessment (CADE Kids)
Schools are more interested when talking about Gaming vs Gambling 

Reboot & Recover (Dr. Stephanie Diez-Morel)
The evidenced informed prevention program for Gaming & Gambling developed by Reboot & Recover has its own website now. DDAP has approved funding for those interested in purchasing the prevention program - rebootandrecover.org/prevention

Stephanie will be presenting evaluation findings at NCPG Conference this July. She’s happy to chat more or answer any questions - stephanie@rebootandrecover.org

CCGP Conference – March 14 (East) & March 21 (West)
Scholarship Code - enter ‘STATEWIDE2024’ at checkout

CCGP - PGAM/Screening Day Videos – available to share/repost
Visit www.pacouncil.com and go to the PGAM Event Page or the ‘Other Prevention Resources’ page to access them

Next steps & future meeting(s)

Proposed next meeting – Thursday, May 30th @ 10am 

· Anyone interested in presenting at a future meeting, contact Josh – josh@pacouncil.com 

· Interested in joining a subcommittee? Contact Josh/Tien/Mallory/Ian

· Next Subcommittee Meetings
	At Risk – TBD
	Social Media – TBD

Closing words & Adjourn
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