[image: T:\GENERAL\Logos\DDAP_Color.jpg][image: ]



Pennsylvania Statewide Problem Gambling Prevention Workgroup
Meeting Minutes 
June 1, 2023

Attendees (virtual):  Josh Ercole, Rob Mikulski, Maria Goodman-Hinnershitz, Ian Marquez, Kyle Kolbe, Amy R. Hubbard, Jessica J., Emily Smith, Liz Lanza, Tracey Smith, Ryan Beiswenger, Shelbe Weaver, Nicole A., Saige Gracie, Eric Kennel, Sarah Suhan, Eileen Panzarella, Tien Duong, Dr. Stephanie Diez-Morel, Gretchen Hill, Brandon Kauffman, Jill Northey, Maria Townsend, Mike Gagliardi, Kathy Collier
Chairperson: Josh Ercole
Co-Chair: Amy R. Hubbard

I. Opening – Josh Ercole from Council on Compulsive Problem Gambling in Pennsylvania (CCGP)
· Josh Ercole Introduction –representing the Council on Compulsive Gambling of PA. We are a statewide non-profit 501(c)(3) advocacy group whose mission is to address problem gambling in Pennsylvania – you can learn more about our organization and sign up for the monthly newsletter at http://www.pacouncil.com
· CPA Conference next week – it’s great that gambling is represented at this conference. Hoping to get a new group of individuals to attend the gambling trainings. 
· Intention of workgroup was created to give providers and SCAs a platform to discuss ideas for prevention work in the area of problem gambling/ gaming. Offering this workgroup as a way for participants to continue effectively connect, share ideas, learn from one another, and pull resources. 
· Workgroup survey – was sent out to the group but he will be following up and seeing if more participants will fill out the survey. Please watch out for this and please fil out the survey (even if you have filled it in the past) 
· Is it valuable to have individuals speak at these meetings to do a presentation such as we have had in the past such as MD Smart Choices and the Interactive Gaming Impact Report presentations? Should we instead focus on enhancing programs in Pennsylvania or work on solutions to other issues. 
· Future length of the meetings – do we want them to stay at 1 hour or do we want to have special presentations and action items and extend the meeting to 90 minutes? Want the meetings to be most effective for everyone. 



II. DDAP Problem Gambling Section update- Amy R. Hubbard (DDAP)
· DDAP has a new Acting Secretary Dr. Latika Davis-Jones
· DDAP also now has a new Deputy Secretary, Kelly Primus will start in June 2023
· DDAP is still looking to hire someone to fill our Gambling Prevention position 
· The WITs plans are due by close of business today. The process this year for submitting the proposals and then entering them into WITs and the confusion with WITs instructions was a mess. For SFY 24/25 the CPGT proposals will be greatly simplified and more efficient. 
· I will be completing brief technical assistance virtual visits with 8 SCAs for Prevention by middle the June. These are something we complete every year, but I really simplified it this year. 
· DDAP has been contracting with Pennsylvania Lottery since 2019 to create a more robust Medial Campaign to raise awareness that there is help available for Problem Gambling through 1800-GAMBLER. DDAP has updated that contract to include a Media Toolkit to be given to the SCAs, we expect this to be available by the end of 2023. I have not seen the final toolkit yet, but it should include billboards, social media ads, language, and recommendations. This is a DDAP approved media campaign, but the toolkit will explain any licensing limits (i.e., whether you can change colors or add your logo). 
· DDAP would like to continue to encourage the SCAs to be familiar with the available Gambling Treatment Providers in their county if you need help with that let me know. A lot of the treatment providers for gambling are also licensed as Drug and Alcohol. Feel free to ask these providers to participate in events, some providers would love to be a part of that. Encourage drug and alcohol providers to consider offering gambling treatment as well, DDAP offers a very easy grant process with free training. Please reach out to me with any questions you may have amhubbard@pa.gov 

III. At Risk Population Subcommittee – Tien Duong (Philadelphia SCA)
· Intentions of the group is to do research and identify at risk populations – create infographic to disseminate to individuals to assist with their problem gambling prevention work
· In draft: LGBTQ+, adolescents, older adults, persons in recovery
· Completed Info graphs available for the following populations: Asian American and Veterans 
· Meets every other month and are looking for a co-chair to help with the group if interested please email tien.duong@phila.gov 





IV. Social Media Subcommittee - Tien Duong (Philadelphia SCA)
· The group distributed a survey to see what the group needs for social media and a lot of them requested a toolkit for language to use
· The DDAP/Lottery media toolkit may meet this need but will revisit creating an additional toolkit once that one is released. The field may want a supplemental with more specific information for special populations. 
· The group has not met since February 2023
· The group needs a chairperson and co-chairperson to run the group for anyone interested please reach out to josh@pacouncil.com 

V. Curriculum/ Program Update – Josh Ercole (CCGP)
· Stacked Deck – developer has stated they aren’t going to making any updates to this program. However, individuals are permitted to expand on the program. So Stephanie Diez-Morale was able to develop some expansions to the program. Josh will find out what they have been doing and report it back to the group.
· Teens and Technology out of Berks by Alicia Kline – combines both gambling and gaming with technology. Very successful in their county and want to share it with others. https://cocaberks.org/prevention/education-services/teens-technology/ 
· Wanna bet – Philadelphia in conversations with developer to make changes, they are a little resistant in changing this and they need funding to have it done. 
· Agility grants offered through NCPG comes from the collaboration with the NFL since sports bettering approved. Prevention providers may be interested in applying for this grant. https://www.ncpgambling.org/programs-resources/programs/agility/ 

VI. Additional Notes
· TikTok: if SCAs are using ATOD or CPGT funding for TikTok ads the ads cannot contain live links to any DDAP or Commonwealth websites or systems.
· Helpline increase 18-24 callers increased with online gambling/ gaming. It will be interesting to see PAYS data next year. 



XI. Next Meeting Dates
a. Social Media Subcommittee (bi-monthly) TBD
b. Special Population Subcommittee (bi-monthly) TBD
c. Workgroup Full Meaning (quarterly) – 
i. next proposed meeting Wednesday, September 6th, 10:00am ET


Minutes Respectfully Submitted by: Amy R. Hubbard
Date: June 1, 2023
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